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Old Testament should lead us astray in our conception of God,
this is remedied by the loving words of the Redeemer Himself.
These, at any rate, must be truly recorded. For no human being
could propound a teaching that no one at all has yet succeeded in
following out."
" Why not ? " said Oswald, " for it is generally far easier to give
good precepts to others than to follow them out ourselves. The
fact, however, that has probably contributed most to the spread
of Christian doctrine, is that the Founder proved, by His own
example, that the doctrine of love is not irreconcilable with human
nature."
" These veiled words/' said the poet, " almost lead one to the
conclusion that you deny the divinity of Christ, Herr Oswald ? "
" His doctrine is divinely beautiful," answered Oswald, " and
even if we suppose that it was propounded by a man, its real value
is by no means lessened thereby. On the contrary, to do so raises
our conception of the perfection of human nature, as well as of an
infinitely higher perfection, such as we are not able to comprehend.
It has always been our endeavour to invest God with an intelligible
form, but this desire has led us to present to our human imagination
an unworthy God—in pther words, being unable to raise ourselves
to His level, we drag Him down to our own,"
" Clever sophists," said Morena, " are the most dangerous men
there are, for they rob their fellow men of peace, not only in this,
but also in a future world. But you, Herr Oswald, I suppose do
not believe in life after death ? "
" That is a question, Herr Morena, on which I do not like to
argue, for hope is a great and beneficent source of happiness, and
in the battle with truth, it is difficult to say who most stands in
need of encouragement. Hope seems to me like a veil of nature
for hiding the truth; as for me, I feel the belief in eternal peace
to be a greater blessing and comfort than that in eternal joy."
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